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the* imperative of external constraint first appears exclusively
as a religious command, and the way in which the political
authority comes to share in the exercise of constraint is
simply by the gradual transfer to its charge of the means
by which this command is enforced. Similarly internal
constraint first makes itself felt in the relationships of re-
ligious society; it is only by a gradual process that the
influence of custom is freed from religious elements. The
highest form that the imperative of permanent satisfaction
can assume depends on the prospect of eternal punishment
and reward. And the moral ideal, too, has its religious em-
bodiment; indeed, the religious conception is peculiarly
effective here, for it represents to each individual a personal
prototype of the moral conduct of life. In all these ways,
religion fulfils its function as the great educative force to
morality. Yet we must not forget that it can perform this
function only because it is not, what dogmatism even at the
present day supposes it to be, something distinct from human
nature; but the very concrete sensuous embodiment of the
moral ideal itself. That which man early feels to be the
content of his moral consciousness, his imagination repre-
sents as a worW objective and yet permanently related to
himself. If, then, we subtract from religious ideas the form
with which imagination clothes them, we find their true
content to be the imperatives of conscience.1 But it is in
the last of these imperatives, which regards the moral ideal
as an endless task, that we find embodied the idea whence
religion derives its real value, a value that is unchanged amid
every variation in its presentative form, and makes religion
superior to all the lower mythological embodiments of moral
postulates. This idea is that of a moral task which is un-
etiding, and therefore essentially transcendental

Of the four imperatives of conscience, the last is the only
* Cf, Part I., chap* &, pp. 95, 96*